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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

 
Thanksgiving time is here again and I am reminded of that old hymn, ñCount Your Blessings.ò  
The world is storming all around you and things may be overwhelming.  I want to encourage 
all of our church members to do just as this little hymn suggests.  I remember one of the most 
depressing and discouraging days of my life.  I was in bed praying, tears in my eyes, tossing 
and turning and unable to sleep and then the Holy Spirit nudged me and reminded me of the 
message of that old song.   I immediately began to count my blessings and to thank God for 
them.   Soon, I drifted off into a peaceful sleep and woke up refreshed.   This thanksgiving, 
take a little time to COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS.  Then be thankful to God. 
 

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 
When upon lifeôs billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,  

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 

 
Refrain: Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, see what God has done; 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God has done. 
 

Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 
Count your many blessings, evôry doubt will fly, 
And you will be singing as the days go by. 

 
So amid the conflict, whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 

Count your many blessings, angels will attend,  
Help and comfort give you to your journeyôs end. 

 
LOVE IN CHRIST, 

 
 

Brother Paul 



 
 
 

The Leadership Council meeting was called to 
order by Moderator Fred Pontesso at 2:27PM.  
Council members present were Fred Pontesso, 
Judy Guthrie, Donna Nash, Genie Carroll, Car-
olyn Bass, Nancy Meierhoff, Bill Bush, Ginger 
Halsted, Warwick Andrews, and June Freeman.  
Also present was Pastor Paul Rodgers, Music 
Minister Bill Parcher, and Wayne Nash.  A 
quorum was present. 
 
Invocation:  Pastor Paul Rodgers opened 
with a prayer 
 
Opening Remarks: ñThoughts to Ponderò Fred 
Pontesso shared a quote for Helen Keller: ñThe 
only thing worse than being blind is having sight 
but no vision!ò 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The September 8th 
council meeting minutes were approved by ac-
clamation. 
 
Commission Reports: 
Financial Update ï Treasurer Warwick Andrews 
reported that, after reviewing our year-to-date 
income vs. expenses and our total budget for 
2024, it appears the net loss for 2024 might be 
around $10,000 which is much less than last 
year. He has invested this year in CDôs which 
have produced approximately $11,100 in inter-
est as of today. One $50,000 CD matured last 
week so it was moved into our Money Market 
account so it would be liquid if we proceed with 
the purchase of a new building location.  After 
that liquidation we now have one $100,000 CD 
and 2 other $50,000 CDôs. Both the $100,000 
and one $50,000 CD will also be needed to 
make the downpayment on the building loan.  
The $50,000 CD will mature on November 27

th
 

and will be moved to the Money Market account 

at that time and the $100,000 CD does not ma-
ture until next June so we will incur a penalty of 
interest to liquidate this money if we move to 
the new location.  Warwick also reported that 
the Power of One donations continue to in-
crease and totaled over $80.00 this last Sun-
day.  Thank you everyone for your very gener-
ous donations. 
Stewardship Commission ï Ginger Halsted, 
Stewardship Chair, presented the results of the 
Stewardship Drive.  Thirty-seven families have 
pledged a total of $128,760 for 2025.  There 
are still a few families who were out of town 
during the drive that usually pledge and she will 
follow up with contacting them.  Unpledged 
contributions usually add approximately 
$20,000 additional in donations.  Adding to 
these figures an additional estimated total earn-
ings on CDs of $12,000 just might provide an 
income in total support of the budget for next 
year.  (This is not calculating in the additional 
costs of a new church location.) 
Building and Grounds ï Bill Bush updated us 
on the following areas:   
Security:  Bill had a short conversation with 
Lt. Franco from the police department at the 
ñNational Night Outò who stated that he is still 
interested in looking at our facilities for security 
purposes.  Bill told Lt. Franco he would contact 
him after we know if we are moving or staying 
put. 
Maintenance:  Bill was working on the bro-
ken lights in the choir room when Ginger ap-
peared to prepare music for the Sunday service 
and she assisted him in determining whether 
two fixtures had the same problem or they had 
different ones.  After sorting it out Bill has or-
dered parts to fix the issue.  Bill also continues 
to monitor our bug problems and change out 
the traps as needed. He even volunteered to 
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clean out the storage closet that holds our dec-
orations for Christmas and other events be-
cause it was reported that some roaches were 
seen in there.  Is there anything that Bill cannot 
fix or do???  Thank you, Bill for your hard work 
and dedication to our church. 
Audio, Computers and IT:  We had an email 
issue but our Administrator was able to solve it 
by herself through trial and error. Thank You 
Debbie!!  An alternate email service is not re-
quired at the moment.  Bill installed VIPRE anti-
virus software on both office computers.  Plans 
are still in place to schedule regular meetings 
with the Music Minister as prescribed in the 
Long-Range Plan.  He will continue to consider 
the use of a sound-board/equalizer with addi-
tional channels, perhaps using the unit that is 
now located in the Fellowship Hall. 
Signage:  All work efforts are on hold pend-
ing a decision on the purchase of the Pinnacle 
Cove property. 
Long-Range Planning: No additional volun-
teers to join the PR committee have come for-
ward other than the three council members who 
volunteered previously.  Bill will repeat the an-
nouncement seeking member participation. 
Website:  The council inquired as to whom 
was managing the website.  Pastor Chuck 
Smith was previously managing the website 
and Bill Bush will take over this task and update 
some of the information.  
A question was asked about the status of the 
updated church brochures.  Donna Nash stated 
that they are completed and Pastor Paul stated 
that they were on display in the Chamber of 
Commerce office.  He asked about business 
cards for the church as well and these will be 
created. 
Faith In Action ï Chair Carolyn Bass reported 
back that the Walmart Gift Cards found in the 

church office are all still active. It was discussed 
that these cards could be used to supplement 
the need for Thanksgiving Food Donations in 
the community but could be given to the Hope 
Center in lieu of the monthly donation we make 
to them if our generous parishioners donate 
enough to fill the needs of the school district 
families at Thanksgiving.  Carolyn then reported 
that she would be leading up the Community 
Closet Exchange event that will take place at 
our church on Saturday, November 9

th
.  We 

need everyone to volunteer to help make this 
charitable event a success. Your help can be 
used to distribute flyers to businesses and 
clubs in the area and to post in their locations 
and advertise on the websites.  Your help will 
be needed for a bit on Saturday the 9

th
 to assist 

with exchanges as well on Friday for set up. We 
can all give away good things we no longer 
need and ask for items to be given from the 
community. Donations can be dropped off at 
Lakeside Christian Fellowship Monday Novem-
ber 4-Friday Nov. 8

th
. No money changes 

hands.  Everyone can then pick up other things 
they need.  
Worship Commission ï Genie Carroll stated 
that there is still a great need for ushers.  
Please contact Edwina Woolsey or sign up on 
the clip board at the back of the sanctuary if 
you are able to assist.  Bill Parcher shared that 
he wants to have a Christmas Cantata at our 
church in December but is waiting to hear back 
from Rolling Hills Church who also usually puts 
on a music event such as this in December and 
we donôt want them to take place on the same 
day.  More news will come on this event next 
month.  Bill also shared that Cindy Brewer will 
record approximately 10 more music accompa-
niments in the near future which support the 
choir anthems through the end of the year. Bill 
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Bush made a motion (1) that we place an ad in 
the program for the Hill Country Singers Fall 
Concert at a cost not to exceed $500 and he 
will prepare the graphics for the ad. Ginger se-
conded the motion.  The council voted and the 
motion passed. 
Pastoral Relations ï Chair Nancy Meierhoff 
stated that her committee met on 10/4 and dis-
cussed salary increases and completed evalua-
tion forms for each employee. The committee 
does not have another meeting planned in the 
near future. 
Ministries ï June Freeman discussed the annu-
al congregation picnic that will take place after 
the congregational meeting on October 27

th
.  

The church will be providing fried chicken and 
refreshments of iced tea, water, and lemonade.  
Parishioners, please provide side dishes and 
desserts to complete the meal.  The ministries 
group will provide refreshments for David 
Houghtonôs Celebration of Life Service to be 
held on November 1

st
 at Beckôs Funeral Home 

in Cedar Park.  A visitation will take place from 
1-2PM with the service and reception to follow 
from 2-3PM. 
Outreach ï A discussion was held about the 
Community Closet Exchange to be held on No-
vember 9

th
 from 9-4PM.  Paul will look into hav-

ing yard signs made that we can all put in our 
yards to advertise the event as well as applying 
to the city for this event to be advertised on the 
community colorful billboard on Lomanôs Ford 
Rd. and he will spread the news with the Cham-
ber of Commerce also as well as asking other 
churches in the community to talk about the 
event. We need volunteers to assist with setting 
up and displaying items in the Fellowship Hall 
on Friday, Nov. 8

th
.  Donna Nash reported that 

the Alzheimerôs Group is still very active with an 
average of 13 people attending each month at 

the Lago Vista Library. 
Old Business ï None 
New Business ï Bill Bush and Donna Nash 
have discussed that some of the items in the By
-Laws need some revision as the information is 
not correct.  They will work together to make 
updates which will then be shared with the con-
gregation.  Bill Bush made a motion (2) that the 
moderator, Fred Pontesso, and the Secretary, 
Judy Guthrie will count the ballots for the vote 
on purchasing St. Peterôs Church property after 
the congregational meeting on October 27

th
. 

Nancy Meierhoff will also attend the ballot count 
to confirm the results. Ginger Halsted seconded 
the motion.  The council voted and the motion 
carried. 
Future Topics - The next council meeting will 
take place on Monday, November 11, 2024. 
Adjourn - Council meeting was adjourned at 
3:56PM. 
 

November 3, 2024 
 

Set clocks back  
one hour  

on Saturday night,  
November 2, 2024! 
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Lakeside Christian Fellowship will be 

working with the Lago Vista School District to provide 

grocery shopping gift certificates to Lago Vista families 

for their Thanksgiving dinners. 

 

Yes!, I wish to sponsor one 

family Thanksgiving dinner! 

 
 

 

___________________________________ 
 

Name 
 

$ 25.00 Suggested Gift 
 

 

 
 

____________________________________ 
 

Name 
 

$ 25.00 Suggested Gift 
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On Sunday, October 13, 2024  
during the LCF Worship Service 

Pastor Paul Rodgers demonstrated how  
Jesus came to serve others by  
washing the feet of believers.   

 
He followed the demonstration with a solo,  

ñIôve Come to Serveò. 
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On Sunday, October 13, 
following the  

Worship Service, a special 
meeting was called to 
discuss the acquisition of 
the property located 
On Pinnacle Cove. 
Facts and figures were 
presented to the LCF 

membership and questions 
and concerns from the  
congregation were 
addressed before the 

official vote which will be 
finalized soon. 

Make sure to cast your 
vote by ballot in the 
locked box in the 

Worship Center or email 
the church office. 

Moderator,  
Fred Pontesso 

Parliamentarian,  
Donna Nash 

Building and Grounds Chair, 
William Bush 

Treasurer, 
Warwick Andrews 

LCF Member, 
Dave Farwell 



 

A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! 
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[ŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
!ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ tƛŎƴƛŎ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нтΣ нлнп 

Fun!! 



The ñWOWò Group began a new study on August 28, 2024. 
We begin at 9:30 a.m. each Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall, 
with a podcast by Gary Hamrick on the Gospel of Matthew 
and a discussion following.  We would love for you to join us! 

A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! 
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[ŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ  
.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

 
Join us each Wednesday at  

9:30 a.m. for  
Womenôs Bible Study  

in the LCF Fellowship Hall.  
 

Due to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
NO BIBLE STUDY 
will be held on  

November 27, 2024! 

Moderator, Fred Pontesso, 
Parliamentarian, Donna Nash, 
Treasurer, Warwick Andrews, 
& Building and Grounds 
Chair, William Bush 
united in prayer at the 
October 14, 2024 

Council Leadership Meeting, 
over the decision for LCF 
to relocate to the 

Pinnacle Cove property. 



 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

27   Same as Below 
and 

Immediately  Following 
WS 

Congregational  
Meeting 

& Church Picnic 

28 
 

8:00 AM 

Coffee Klatch 
@ LCF Fellowship 

Hall 

29 
 

30 
Womenõs Bible Study 

9:30 AM 
@LCF Fellowship 

Hall 

31 
 

1 2 
Set clocks Back  

1 Hour 
 

3         9:30 AM 

Choir Practice @ WC 
10:00 AM 

Meet & Greet @  
LCF Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 
Worship  Service @ 

Worship Center  
Live Streaming 

4 

8:00 AM 

Coffee Klatch 
@ LCF Fellowship 

Hall 
 

 

5 
 

6 
 
Womenõs Bible Study 

9:30 AM 
@LCF Fellowship 

Hall 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

 

10       9:30 AM 

Choir Practice @ WC 
10:00 AM 

Meet & Greet @  
LCF Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 
Worship  Service @ 

Worship Center  
Live Streaming 

11      Veterans Day   

8:00 AM 

Coffee Klatch 
@ LCF FH 

 
2:00 PM 

Leadership Coun-
cil Meeting@ LCF 
Fellowship Hall 

12 
  

13 
 
Womenõs Bible Study 

9:30 AM 
@LCF Fellowship 

Hall 

14 
 
 

15 16 

17      9:30 AM 

Choir Practice @ WC 
10:00 AM 

Meet & Greet @  
LCF Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 
Worship  Service @ 

Worship Center  
Live Streaming 

18 

8:00 AM 

Coffee Klatch 
@ LCF Fellowship 

Hall 
 
 

19 20  Womenõs Bible 
Study 

9:30 AM 
@LCF Fellowship 

Hall 

 
 

21 
Alzheimer Group 

10:30 AM 
@ LV Library 

22 
 

23 

 

24     9:30 AM 

Choir Practice @ WC 
10:00 AM 

Meet & Greet @  
LCF Fellowship Hall 

10:30 AM 
Worship  Service @ 

Worship Center  
Live Streaming 

25 

8:00 AM 

Coffee Klatch 
@ LCF Fellowship 

Hall 

26 27 
NO 

Womenõs Bible Study 

28 
 
 
 

29 30 

 
 

      

Please remember 
that all church  

activities should 
be scheduled on 

the master calen-
dar in the church 

office.  

Church  
Office Hours:  
Wednesday  
and  
Thursday  
9:30 am  
to 3:30 pm  

A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! 
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For more information  
visit the LCF website at  

www.lakesidechristians.org  

Office Closed  




