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OPEN YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 

 
It seems that almost everyone likes getting a present at Christmas. I remember one Christmas, 
when I was young, my parents sat all us children down and told us that there would be no 
Christmas presents that year, because they were out of money. We were too young to  
understand, but it made us very sad. On Christmas Eve, there was a knock on our door and 
when Dad opened the door there was someone at the door with presents for everyone. To this 
day I donôt know who our Angels-Of-Mercy were. I do remember that plastic log-truck and the 
wooden logs on the back of it. It was the best Christmas ever because God provided our  
Christmas when Mom and Dad could not. Some of you have been that Angel-Of-Mercy and 
Love for other families too. God used you to meet other familiesô needs.  
 
Today, the Lord reminded me that God provided the very first Christmas present. This month 
we will celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Jesusô birth was the most  
important birth in all of the history of mankind. There is no other man that has ever lived 
whose birth is more worthy to be celebrated than that of Jesusô. For God in His mercy saw the  
unredeemable state of mankind because of our sin and came to redeem us from our hopeless 
state. Jesus was the gift of Love sent from God to a world that was hopeless and helpless and 
condemned to eternal separation from God in a sinnerôs hell. He was God reaching down to 
man to tell us that we are dearly loved. He invited us into an intimate relationship with God the  
Heavenly Father. 
 
Sadly, there are still people today that have not opened their very first and greatest Christmas 
Present. My prayer is that everyone who reads this note today will take the time to accept Godôs 
Gift of Love and receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior. It will be the best of all previous  
presents because it will last forever and we will live forever with our Heavenly Father. 
 
 

OPEN YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENT TODAY!!! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS, 

Brother Paul 



 
 
 

The Leadership Council meeting was called to 
order at 2:08PM by Moderator Fred Pontesso.  
Council members present were Fred Pontesso, 
Judy Guthrie; Genie Carrol, Carolyn Bass, Nan-
cy Meierhoff, Bill Bush, Ginger Halsted and 
Warwick Andrews.  Also attending were Pastor 
Paul Rodgers and Music Minister Bill Parcher.  
A quorum was present. 
 
Invocation:  Pastor Paul opened with a pray-
er. 
 
Opening Remarks: ñThoughts to Ponderò ï 
We are grateful and thankful for the grace of 
God. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The October 14

th
 coun-

cil meeting minutes and the October 27
th
 Annu-

al Congregational meeting minutes were ap-
proved by acclamation. 
 
Commission Reports: 
Financial Update ï Treasurer Warwick Andrews 
reported that the Money Market account cur-
rently has a balance of $77,410.  There is one 
CD for $50,000 that matures on Nov, 27

th
 and 

has a current balance of $51,149.  This money 
will be transferred to the money market ac-
count.  Our $100,000 CD has a current balance 
of $104,887 but it does not mature until June of 
2025.  We will need to cash in this CD for the 
downpayment on the purchase of the Pinnacle 
Cove Property and will pay an interest penalty 
of about $1800.  We will wait to cash this until 
we have to wire the closing funds to the title 
company. Once cashed this will give us a total 
balance in the money market account of 
$231,659 of which we will need $202,000 for 
the remainer of the downpayment.  There is al-
so the $50,000 CD that was just purchased in 

September and will remain a CD until it matures 
unless it is needed for building repairs.  War-
wick also reported that year to date offering bal-
ance is $111,103 and estimating tithing through 
the year end may leave us around $17000 un-
der budget.  The Power of One is still averaging 
around $80 each collection which is probably 
the result of mentioning it during the service 
and passing the container separately from other 
tithing. 
Stewardship Commission ï Chair Ginger 
Halsted had nothing to report. 
Building and Grounds ï Security: Cameras 
have been recharged and Bill Bush plans to as-
sess the current security system that is in place 
at the Pinnacle Cove property.  Maintenance: 
Bill cleaned the storage closet in the Fellowship 
Hall including placing contents in plastic bags.  
He also repaired florescent lights in the choir 
room.  He will continue to monitor maintenance 
needs as required.  Audio, Computers and IT:  
Connor has set up the stream deck so that we 
can pause streaming during the service so that 
ñprivateò announcements are not released to 
the public. Bill continues to schedule regular 
meetings with the Director of Music as de-
scribed in the Long-Range Plan.  He is consid-
ering the use of a sound-board/equalizer with 
additional channels, which could possibly be 
the unit that is currently located in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Signage:  All work efforts have been 
on hold pending the decision to purchase the 
new property. The cityôs ñBoard of Adjustmentsò 
is now the only department that functions to re-
view and approve signs and variances. This is 
good news because we will need approval to 
place a sign at the corner of Boggy Ford and 
Pinnacle Cove for our new location and also 
placement of our beautiful cross.  Long Range 
Plan:  We still have not received any addi-
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tional volunteers to lead or be part of the PR 
Committee for 2025.  There will be a repeat an-
nouncement asking for volunteers for this very 
important committee. 
Faith In Action ï Carolyn Bass reported that 91 
people came to the Closet Exchange on Satur-
day Nov. 9

th
.  Everyone was so thankful for 

what they were able to receive from our offer-
ings. There were tears and hugs and a lot of 
questions as to when we will have another 
event. A huge THANK YOU to both Carolyn 
and Lance Bass and our Pastor Paul Rodgers 
for working tirelessly all week to help set up the 
rooms to display all the donations received as 
well as helping people all day on Saturday. This 
was truly a wonderful outreach to our communi-
ty and will continue to bring awareness of our 
church in Lago Vista.  Carolyn also reported 
that we have donated 21 $30 gift cards to the 
school district for distribution to needy families 
for Thanksgiving.  Many thanks to all who do-
nated to this cause. 
Worship Commission ï Genie Carroll stated 
that we will not be having the Christmas Canta-
ta this year.  Music minister Bill Parcher said it 
was too late to get it set up and prepare and 
practice all the music.  We may look at putting 
one on closer to Easter. 
Pastoral Relations ï Nancy Meierhoff reported 
that her committee met on Friday 11/8 to dis-
cuss a policy for making any honorarium pay-
ments.  She has also completed some of the 
employee reviews and updated her committee 
on evaluations. 
Ministries ï June Freeman was not present had 
did not send anything to report. 
Outreach ï Paul Rodgers talked more about 
the success of the Closet Exchange and how 
wonderful it was to be helping people in the 

community. He also had a little visit from the 
Police Department about our sign placement 
which must be at least 10 feet back from the 
street.  Paul has applied to the city to have 
space and more exposure on the Cityôs digital 
sign.  It was discussed that our church has a 
Facebook page and it is out of date.  It was 
controlled by Chuck Smith but originally set up 
by Genie Carroll.  No one has a password for 
this site and we want to delete the existing 
page and start a new one.  If anyone knows 
how to delete or replace an existing Facebook 
Page, please contact Paul or Genie. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: We discussed the Inspection 
Report for the Pinnacle Cove Property. Bill 
Bush was able to access an AI site that took 
the 51page document and summarized it into 
priorities by importance with 11 categories.  We 
discussed each category and decided we would 
first focus on anything needed to be done with 
Building One housing the Sanctuary and Vesti-
bule.  We will obtain bids for needed repairs 
and already have people coming forward to vol-
unteer their physical labor or to do work for re-
duced prices.  The good Lord is leading us in 
this decision to purchase. 
 
Future Topics: The next council meeting will 
be held on December 9, 2024. 

 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 
3:45PM.  
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The meeting was called to order by Moderator 
Fred Pontesso at 11:43AM.  Secretary Judy 
Guthrie reported that 40 parishioners were pre-
sent at the meeting.  A quorum was present. 
 
First Order of Business:  Approval of loan 
and its terms for the mortgage on the purchase 
of the property located at 3305 Pinnacle Cove, 
Lago Vista, Tx. 
 
Moderator Fred Pontesso stated that the terms 
of the loan we are seeking from First Texas 
Bank consist of a loan amount of $600,000 for a 
term of 25 years with a five-year adjustable-rate 
mortgage at a beginning rate of 6.755% which 
would result in a monthly payment of $4147 per 
month.  The loan has no prepayment penalty 
and is called a ñ5 Year ARMò which will adjust to 
the prevailing Wall Street Journal Prime rate 
every five years.  Bill Bush made a motion (1) 
that we accept this loan proposal as presented. 
Jack Tyler seconded the motion. A discussion 
was held, questions were answered and the 
congregation voted to approve the motion as 
presented. 
 
Second Order of Business:  Final vote from 
the congregation to proceed with the purchase 
of the above referenced property.  Votes cast 
were collected from the congregation in a 
locked box.  All voting members were not re-
quired to be present but the vote to approve the 
purchase was required from 2/3

 
of the members 

that voted. Votes were counted by three council 
members, Moderator Fred Pontesso, Secretary 
Judy Guthrie, witness and third confirmation of 
votes was handled by Pastoral Relations Chair 
Nancy Meierhoff. Votes were counted three dif-
ferent times to make sure there were no errors.  
A total of 50 votes were cast and the final count 

showed that 38 parishioners were in favor of 
purchasing the church property on Pinnacle 
Cove (including two mail votes) and 14 mem-
bers were opposed to the purchase.  Since the 
2/3 majority votes approved the purchase, the 
decision was made to move forward with the 
contract to purchase the property. 
 
Reserve Fund:  Fred Pontesso provided an 
update to the Reserve Fund that was estab-
lished to cover additional incremental expenses 
other than mortgage payments on the new prop-
erty. There is currently a total of $13,200 donat-
ed to the Reserve Fund and the total of dona-
tions will be matched each year on June 30

th 
by 

the anonymous donor. Increased utility expens-
es and property insurance are principal exam-
ples of additional increased expenses. The Re-
serve Fund is not to be used for general opera-
tions of the church so donations to the fund 
should be considered as over and above the 
normal pledged tithing to cover ongoing church 
operations. The commitment of funds to the Re-
serve Fund can be in the form of a multi-year 
pledge extending for up to three years in the fu-
ture. For example; if a member chooses to com-
mit $3000 to the fund, he/she can do so by 
pledging $1000 each year for 2025, 2026, and 
2027.  The donation will then be expected to be 
made by June 30

th
 of the year pledged.  In this 

way the treasurer will have some visibility about 
future resources while not requiring members to 
donate the entire amount of their commitment 
right now.  If we are successful at growing our 
membership to a degree that we are able to 
support any incremental costs without dipping 
into the reserve fund, by agreement of the 
church council, after 5 years any money left in 
the Pinnacle Cove Reserve Fund will be applied 
to reduce the principal, if any, of the mortgage.  
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If the mortgage is already paid off at that time, 
the proceeds of the Reserve fund will be applied 
to the income side of LCFôs operational budget 
over a period of 5 years, (20% if the reserve per 
year). 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Jack Tyler.  The motion was seconded by  
Ginger Halstead. A vote was held and the mo-
tion passed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:59AM. 

 
 
Ushers, Greeters and  
Liturgists are needed for 
our  Sunday Worship  
Services  
 
 

There is a sign up sheet in the back of the 
Worship Center for Ushers and Greeters for 
the months of January, February and March 
2025.  If you are able and willing to help 
out, sign up on the date that you prefer. 
 
If you are able to help out by being a  
liturgist, please contact the church office at 
512-267-1700 , email at  
lakesidechristianfellowship@yahoo.com  
or stop by.  There is a sign up sheet in the 
church office.   
 
Our volunteers are greatly appreciated! 

The 2025 Flower 
Donation Chart  
is located in the back 
of the Worship  
Center on the  
bulletin board.  If 
you are interested in 
signing up to donate 

the Altar Flowers for a special occasion or 
any other reason for Sundayôs Worship  
Service just sign up on the date that you  
prefer and write the special occasion down so 
that the office may print it in the bulletin.   
 
The cost of the flowers is $25. per date.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you or anyone you know wishes to be 
added to the prayer list printed in the  
bulletin, contact Rev. Paul Rodgers or the 
church office with the names to be added.  
 
Contact the church office if you would like 
to be removed from the prayer list. 
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The annual congregational meeting was called 
to order at 11:36AM by Moderator Fred Pon-
tesso.  A quorum was present with forty parish-
ioners in attendance.  Pastor Paul Rodgers pro-
vided an opening prayer.  Moderator Fred Pon-
tesso then provided welcome remarks, reviewed 
the current status of the church membership 
and gave a brief update on the research being 
done regarding the purchase of St. Peterôs 
church buildings.  He requested that any ques-
tions about the purchase be held until the end of 
the meeting. 
 

Faith in Action- Carolyn Bass thanked the con-
gregation for their continual donations to the col-
lection bins at the back of the sanctuary of food 
and clothing that she then delivers to the Hope 
Center and Hillside Community Ministries.  She 
reminded all that forms are available in the back 
of the church to contribute to Thanksgiving 
meals for needy families in our community. 
 

Financial Update ï Treasurer Warwick An-
drews reviewed the budget comparisons for 
2024 vs. 2025 and predicted that we will end the 
year with a shortfall of around $10,000. 
 

Pastoral Relations ï Chair Nancy Meierhoff 
stated that we currently have three part time 
employees; Pastor Paul Rodgers, Music Minis-
ter Bill Parcher and Church Administrator Deb-
bie Reed.  Nancyôs committee had reviewed 
each employee and, due to budget limitations, 
recommended a 2% salary increase for Bill 
Parcher and Debbie Reed.  Pastor Paul Rodg-
ers chose not to receive any salary increase at 
this time.  Bill Bush had previously recommend-
ed an increase of 3% in the amount we are pay-
ing our housekeeper as she was underpaid for 
the amount of work she does.  The council had 
previously approved of these increases which  

 
were included in the 2025 projected budget. 
 

Stewardship ï Chairman Ginger Halsted pre-
sented the pledge drive results for 2025. Pledg-
es totaled $128,760.  There were three families 
that chose not to pledge at this time. Ginger 
then called for a motion to approve the 2025 
budget as presented. Warwick Andrews made 
the motion (1) and Jack Tyler seconded it. The 
congregation voted and the motion was ap-
proved. 
 

Building and Grounds - Chairman Bill Bush 
gave a small review of accomplishments by his 
department in 2024 as follows: 
Security -All doors had been re-keyed and an 
emergency exit plan is in place. 
Maintenance ï The ongoing bug problem is 
trending downward and many other mainte-
nance things have been done during the year by 
Bill, Jack Tyler and Rodger Elliott.  Several 
lights have also been replaced. 
Audio ï Rewiring and relocation of speakers in 
the sanctuary as been done and thanks given to 
Rodger Elliott who built and donated a computer 
cabinet to organize and contain cables and 
some wiring. 
Signage ï The sign approval for the corner be-
hind the cross has been postponed until the de-
cision is reached on our possible move to Pin-
nacle Cove. 
Long Range Planning ï The biggest standout 
from the Long Range Plan suggestions is the 
need for advertising and promotion of our 
churchôs presence in the community in hopes of 
attracting new members.  The council had voted 
to add an Advertising and Promotion Committee 
and to date only three members (all council 
members) have volunteered to be part of this 
committee.  More volunteers are requested. 
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Election of Officers and Chairpersons for 
2025 ï Moderator Fred Pontesso presented the 
slate of Council members and Chairpersons for 
2025.  Judy Guthrie moved to accept these new 
officers for 2025. (2)  Fran Pontesso seconded 
the motion.  The congregation voted to approve 
the nominees and motion passed. 
 

Election of the Nominating Committee for 
2025 ï The nominating committee for 2025 was 
presented.  Lance Bass moved to accept the 
committee as presented (3).  Nancy Meierhoff 
seconded the motion.  The congregation voted 
and the motion passed. 
 

Closing Remarks ï Fred Pontesso presented 
the news and details about the creation of the 
Reserve Fund to cover unknown repairs or up-
dates needed to the new property if we vote to 
make the purchase. He opened the floor for 
questions from the congregation regarding the 
potential purchase of the Pinnacle Cove proper-
ty.  Questions were raised about cost of moving, 
cleaning, and repairs and the cost of insurance.  
Bill Bush is obtaining the cost of insurance on 
the building and these other questions will be 
addressed once a vote is made.  The final vote 
on the purchase will take place on Sunday, 
November 3

rd
.  Votes will be counted by Fred 

Pontesso and Judy Guthrie with Nancy Meier-
hoff in attendance for double checking the accu-
racy of the votes and confirmation that at least 
2/3rds of the congregation has voted. Warwick 
Andrews called for a round of applause to thank 
Fred Pontesso for his work for the last three 
years as Moderator of our church. 
 

Closing prayer ï Pastor Paul Rodgers gave a 
closing prayer. 
 

Adjourn ï The meeting was adjourned at 
12:05PM.   

A Special Thank You  
To  

Sharon Snowder and Sara Bush 
For donating poinsettias to be used in the 

Worship Center 
During  

The Christmas Season! 



2024 Advent ~ Christmas Calendar  

 

 

Sunday, December 1 

First Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship  

 

Sunday, December 8 

Second Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship  

 

Sunday, December 15 

Third Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship  

 

 Sunday, December 22 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship  

 

Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Service 

5:00 pm Worship  

 

 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

  

     

Sunday, January 5 

Epiphany Sunday 

10:30 am Worship  
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On November 9, 2024 
LCF Hosted itôs 1st 

ñCommunity Closet Exchangeò! 
 

There were so many nice items donated for this 
event. 

 
No Monies were exchanged in this event and it was 
open to the community to just ñcome and take itò. 
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