
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
In chapter two of Luke’s Gospel we find the familiar account of the events leading up to and 
including the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem that first Christmas.  
 
As you know there are a number of Christmas traditions in various countries. One which may 
not be as familiar to you is the La Posada  celebrated in many Hispanic cultures.  As a part of 
the Christmas celebration in Mexico, traditional fiestas (Spanish for ‘feast’ and ‘party’) called 
posadas (inns) are held for family members, friends and neighbors. A posada is the reenact-
ment of the Census pilgrimage to Bethlehem by Mary and Joseph in search of a room. The  
celebration  begins with a procession in which the participants hold candles and sing Christmas 
carols. Sometimes there will be individuals who play the roles of Mary and Joseph who lead the 
way. Las Posadas  usually consists of a novenario (nine consecutive days of prayer and celebra-
tion at a different home each night.)  In Mexico Christmas is celebrated from December 12th to 
January 6th. The La Posada is usually observed from December 16th to Christmas Eve.  
 
Whenever and however Christmas is observed and celebrated, as Christians  we rejoice in  
Almighty God in His infinite wisdom, mercy and love sent His Only Son into the world, “not to 
condemn the world but that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:17) 
 
Countless folks around the world participate in a secular celebration of Christmas, but lest we 
forget Jesus is the Reason for the Christmas Season.  
 
Elsewhere in this edition of the ‘Ripples’ you will find opportunities for you to celebrate the 
Advent-Christmas Season with your church family. 
 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Thanks for the love and support you have given to Lakeside Christian  
Fellowship this year. 
 
God’s Best to each of you! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your loved ones! 
 

Rick and Sharon Waters 
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2018 Advent ~ Christmas Calendar 

 

 

Sunday, December 2 

First Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship 

 

Sunday, December 9 

Second Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship 

 

Sunday, December 16 

Third Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship 

 

Christmas Musical 

“He is Born” 

4:00 pm, LCF 

 
 

Sunday, December 23 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship 

 

Sunday, December 30 

First Sunday after Christmas 

10:30 am Worship 

 

  Sunday, January 6 

  Epiphany Sunday 

  10:30 am Worship 



 

 
You are Cordially Invited 

 

Lakeside Christian Fellowship 
 

Chancel Choir Christmas Celebration 
 

“He Is Born” 
 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
4:00 PM 

1922 American Drive 
Lago Vista, Texas 

 
Come Celebrate With Us  

Reception to Follow Program! 
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CALL TO ORDER:  The Leadership Council 
meeting was called to order by Dave Freeman PRC 
Chair at 2:00 pm.  Members present were Dave  
Freeman, Rick Waters, Genie Carroll, Ginger Halsted, 
Don Killough, Wilma Sanders and Roger Elliott. 
Absent: Scott Cameron, Jean Sholes & Pastor Chuck 
Smith 
 

INVOCATION:  Rick Waters opened the meeting 
with prayer. 
Dave Freeman made opening remarks outlining the 
PRC’s plan to put together a plan where the LCF’s 
Staff  EOY bonuses are given to the staff before 
Christmas instead of after the New Year.  
Ginger Halsted moved to approve the October 2018 
minutes; Genie Carroll seconded and the motion  
carried.   
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE:  Genie Car roll distr ibuted 
the Income and Expenses/Budget financial report and 
noted that there are no items of concern and all  
expenditures are in line.  Ginger Halstead moved to  
accept the report; Roger Elliot seconded and the  
motion carried. 
 

STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION:  Don Killough 
and the council members present had a discussion 
about the results of this year’s Stewardship Drive, and 
even with the loss of some of our congregation the 
amount which has been pledged for 2019 is outstand-
ing. 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS:  Roger  Elliott men-
tioned that we had spent approx. $500.00 to add  
propane to tank which is used for heating the sanctu-
ary. There should now be enough propane to last for 
about a couple of years. We had a discussion about the 
inside church lights which may be getting left on by 
some of the various groups which use the facility. 
 

FAITH IN ACTION:  Wilma Sanders told us she is 
currently meeting with the members of the LVISD in 
order to identify the number of needy families that 
LCF will donate $75.00 Thanksgiving Gift Cards. We 
also discussed there could be some other needy fami-

lies we may want to help with these Thanksgiving gift  
vouchers. 
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS:  Dave Freeman  
informed the council that Deborah Reed  
our Office Administrator has now been with us for 
over three months, and during this period she has  
progressed very well with our weekly/monthly  
publishing.  She will soon start to work with Linda on 
the first steps of bookkeeping training.   
 

WORSHIP COMMISSION:  Ginger  Halsted  
advised us that Bill Parcher will be taking his two 
week vacation, right after Christmas Eve. The choir 
will have a Christmas “He is Born” program on  
December 16, 2018.  Ginger is working with Jean 
Sholes in organizing the sanctuary Christmas  
decorations which are planned to be installed on  
Tuesday Nov. 27th. Pastor Rick informed us that 
Chuck Smith will be conducting the Christmas Eve 
service. 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES:  No Repor t. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   Dave Freeman passed out  
copies of new COLV Residents  
which Pastor Rick had obtained from City Hall. At 
any given time there seems to be approx. 300 building 
permits in Lago Vista. Tessera is planned to build 
around 2000 homes. This led to a lengthy discussion 
we had about promoting our church to these new  
residents. We discussed updating our website, creating 
a summary of how our church works and what we  
believe in, improved signage at multiple locations, 
putting together a team of people who have some 
experience in working with new residents (e.g. June 
Freeman & Donna Nash).    
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m. 
Respectively submitted by  
Dave Freeman PRC Chair 
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The LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP - - on November 19th, 
the 3rd program in a series of nine focused on “The Protestant Reformation that Changed 
the World”, depicting Martin Luther’s Rediscovery.  
Pastor David J. Hintze of Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church presented an interesting and 
stimulating  background of the history of the early Lutheran churches, locations and settle-
ment patterns in Europe and American colonies. Jan Robbins introduced and interviewed 
Pastor Hintze, who shared his familiy’s heritage and life experiences with us. His father 
was a missionary and his son is also a pastor, serving and ministering for Christ. Pastor 
Hintze told us of the governing body of the Lutheran Church, and the adopted practices. He 
included information and pride about the wonderful pipe organ currently in use at Christ 
Our Savior Church and the special purchase and events of delivery. Pastor’s presentation 
was stimulating and revealing with many facets and personal information of Martin Luther 
and his family. Thank you, Pastor Hintze for broadening our knowledge and appreciation of 
the history, development, conditions and results of that era in Germany and Europe and the  
effect on our current status in the United States. 
The next meeting will be on Monday, December 17TH, at 10:30 am. in the Bluebonnet 
Room. Jan Robbins  shall continue to focus on the Protestant Reformation, par ticular -
ly in Texas. Her presentation will include amazing stories of the circuit riding ministers, law and order adopted in the 
early settlements, problems, church separations and much more. We are excited to listen and learn about conflict and 
community. Come and experience this informative program. 
The goal of our monthly programs is to open in love to one another and celebrate many of the faiths of our community. 
Please extend an invitation to all ladies in the community for an experience of learning and warm fellowship.  We look 
forward to meeting and greeting our partners in faith. 

LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
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For information 
contact: 

 

Lil Burch 
@ 512-267-2278 

email: 
raylilpv@aol.com 

 

or 
 

Donna Nash 
@ 512-267-5947 

email: 
hilltophappiness 

@gmail.com 

 

Lakeside Christian Women’s Fellowship 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets each Wednesday at 9:30 am in the 
Bluebonnet Room. The book of Revelation “The Christian’s Ultimate  
Victory” will be the new selected study by John Mac Arthur, one of our  
favorite commentaries. This book unveils Jesus Christ in His glory. The 
apostle John wrote this letter to the churches in Asia Minor who were feeling 
the overwhelming effects of persecution from all sides.  Revelation is a  
reminder to them that God saw their hardships, cared about them and would 
reward them for their faithfulness. Classes will start in early January, date to 
be announced. 
If you have thought of joining the ladies’ study, ask one of them if that is a 
good decision, better yet, ASK GOD. All women of the area are invited to 
participate. 
Bring friends and meet new friends.  

Arrive early at 9:15 for extended fellowship. 

mailto:raylilpv@aol.com


 

~ Lakeside Men’s Bible Study ~ 
 

 

A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! 

6 

A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! 

 
 
Join  the Lord’s Men for Men’s Breakfast on the first and third Tuesday’s of the month at 
8:30 AM in the Point Venture Club Room.   
 
Men’s Breakfast is more than a place to have a great breakfast.  It is a gathering of  
Christian men where we bond with each other and devote our skills to the benefit of the 
community. 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone! Come hungry and you will be satisfied! 
 

                                     Contact Dan Olson 512-267-2374 for more information 

 
Come and join us as we continue our 
study of Christianity, Cults  & Religions.   
 
Join us the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each 
month beginning with  a light breakfast  
at 8 am with the study to begin at 8:30 
am.  It’s ok if you want to skip breakfast. 
 

Contact Chuck Smith 512-922-6233 
for more information 

 
Bible Study 

8:30 am in the Worship Center 



 
 

1 
Don’t sit down all day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We know every Christmas special under the sun will 
be showing on the TV, but you don’t need to plonk 
yourself on the sofa all day! Encourage the whole 
family to get out for a walk at some point – ideally, 
after dinner to aid digestion. The more activity, the 
better, so take along any new outdoor gifts, like bikes, 
scooters, footballs or Frisbees, or play old-fashioned 
games. 

2 
Go easy on the booze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are firmly ensconced at home over the festive 
period, those alcohol units can really mount up. 
Mulled wine on Christmas eve, Bucks Fizz with 
breakfast, wine with dinner, Baileys, brandy… the list 
goes on! So, do try to keep tabs on how much you are 
drinking, and intersperse alcoholic drinks with soft 
ones. 

3 
Don’t give yourself a Christmas stuffing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent research suggests that we consume around 
3,000 calories in our Christmas dinner – more than 
the entire recommended daily intake for a grown 
man! This huge feast not only contributes to weight 
gain but also to indigestion and heartburn – not to 
mention lethargy for the rest of the day, reducing the 
chances of you burning much of it off. Instead of 
gorging yourself on Christmas dinner, eat a normal-
sized meal and then take a 20-minute break to see if 
you are still hungry (it takes this long for the brain to 
register that the stomach is full). The chances are, 
you’ll realize you’ve had enough. 

4 
Keep colds at bay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colds are rife at Christmas, partly because many of us 
travel around the country, exposing ourselves – and 
others – to different cold viruses. Minimize your risks 
by maintaining a healthy immune system (eating a 
healthy diet, getting enough sleep and not smoking 
will help), so you are more able to fight off any 
viruses. 

 
5 
Don’t stress 
 
 
 
‘Tis the season to be jolly’ but jolly is the last thing 
many of us feel with overspending, cooking, cleaning, 
endless ‘to do’ lists and visitors we could do without. 
Try to keep a sense of humor and proportion. Is it 
really the end of the world if the carrots are 
overcooked or if the mantelpiece is a bit dusty? Do 
you really care about Auntie Mary’s disapproval of 
the fact that you and your partner are living together 
and aren’t married? Remember, Christmas is just one 
day out of 365 and it isn’t worth stressing over. 

 Health Watch 

10 Ways to Have A Healthier Christmas 
www.realbuzz.com/articles-interests/festive-health-fitness/article/10-ways-to-a-healthier-christmas/ 
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6 
Eat fruit 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s be honest, most of us get through the entire 
Christmas period eating no more fruit than the 
satsuma in the Christmas stocking. It just doesn’t 
really feature on the Christmas menu. But at this time 
of late nights, overindulging and partying, it’s more 
important than ever to get your vitamins and minerals, 
to help you stay in good health. Ensure that your 
Christmas shopping list enables you to fill up the fruit 
bowl and get your recommended daily portions of 
fruit and veg. (And no, mulled wine doesn’t count as 
one portion!) 

7 
Do something for others 
It’s hard to avoid the consumerism that has overtaken 
Christmas in the western world, but it doesn’t all have 
to be about giving or receiving gifts. Try to do 
something for others this festive season, whether it’s 
baking some extra mince pies for an elderly neighbor, 
inviting an acquaintance who doesn’t have family 
around them to your home or helping out with a local 
Christmas fete or carol service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
Think before you eat 
Christmas is a time of plenty, and with nuts, 
chocolates, mince pies and cheese straws wherever 
you look, it would be rather Scrooge-like to suggest 
that you don’t eat any treats over the festive period! 
But rather than mindlessly popping whatever is in 
front of you in your mouth, spend a moment thinking 
about whether you really want it, or are just eating it 
because it’s there. 

9 
Engage your brain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instead of switching off in front of the TV, keep your 
mind active by playing games like Trivial Pursuit or 
Charades. This is also a great way of getting everyone 
together. If you aren’t a ‘game’ person, engage your 
mind by setting up any new gadgets, such as 
Playstations, iPads, mobile phones or laptops. 

10 
Be a careful cook 
If your Christmas duties include cooking the dinner, 
you won’t be delighted to hear that according to the 
Food Standards Agency, December is one of the most 
common months for people to get food poisoning. To 
minimize the risks, don’t leave food out all day. Put 
out small amounts at a time, so that what is on the 
table has just been cooked or just come out of the 
fridge. Ideally, try to use any leftovers within 48 
hours or freeze them. As for the turkey, always 
defrost it in the fridge, allowing 10 to 12 hours per 
kilo and do not wash the bird, as this can spread 
bacteria around, which will be destroyed by cooking 
anyway. 
 
And most importantly, have a happy, healthy 
festive season! 
 

 Health Watch 

10 Ways to Have A Healthier Christmas 
www.realbuzz.com/articles-interests/festive-health-fitness/article/10-ways-to-a-healthier-christmas/ 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 

 

2 
10:30 AM 

Worship  Service 
@Worship Center 

 

3 4 
8:30 AM 

Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast 

@ Point Venture 
Club Room 

5 
9:15 AM 

CWF Bible Study 
@ Bluebonnet Room 

 

6 
10:30 AM 
Alzheimer’s 

Support Group 
@ LV Library 

7 8 

 

9 
10:30 AM 

Worship  Service 
@Worship Center 

 

10 

2:00 PM 
Leadership 

Council Meeting 
@ Worship Center 

11 

8:00 AM 
Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast/Bible Study 
@ Worship Center 

12 
9:15 AM 

CWF Bible Study 
@ Bluebonnet Room 

13 
 

14 
 

15 

16 

10:30 AM 
Worship  Service 

@ Worship Center 
 

4:00 PM 
“He Is Born” 

@ Worship Center 

17 
10:30 AM 

CWF Meeting 
@ Bluebonnet Room 

 

10:00 AM 
Cancer Discussion 
Group @ LV Library 

18 
8:30 AM 

Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast 

@ Point Venture 
Club Room 

19 
 

20 

10:30 AM 
Alzheimer’s 

Support Group 
@ LV Library 

21 
 

22 
 

23  
10:30 AM 

Worship  Service 
@ Worship Center 

24 
 

25 
 

MERRY  
CHRISTMAS! 

 
No Men’s Bible Study 

26 
No CWF Bible Study 

Office Closed 
 

Christmas 
Holiday 

 
 

27 
 

 

28 29 

30     10:30 AM 

Worship  Service 
@Worship Center 

 

12:00 PM 
5th Sunday  

Potluck   
Luncheon  

31      

A family of  faith connecting people to Christ and to each other! 

 

For more information visit the  
LCF website at 

www.lakesidechristians.org 

Church 
Office Hours: 
Wednesday 
and 
Thursday 
9:30 am 
to 3:30 pm 

Please remember 
that all church 

activities should be 
scheduled on the 

master 
calendar in the 

church office. 

 
CHRISTMAS  

EVE  
SERVICE 
6:00 PM 
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November 29, 2018 
 

     Average Sunday Attendance ...................... 62 
 

     YTD Offerings ............................ $205,480.00 
 

     YTD Expenses ........................... $173,778.00 

Prayer Corner 

 
 
 
Carolyn Bass ................... 3 
Shirley Moore .............. 16 
Jim Guy .......................... 18 
Gene Glass ..................... 26 

 
 

 
 

Bonnie & Sid McClung 
12/10 

 
Elaine & John Bhonn 

12/21 
 

Fran & Fred Pontesso 
12/22 

 
Shirley & Carl Gassoway 

12/28 
 

 

To be included, please send  

your information to: 

lakesidechristianfellowship@yahoo.com 
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God loves you so much 

that He gave  
His only Son, 

so that if you believe in 
him you will not perish 

but will have  
eternal life. 

 
 

LaKESIDE 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

Wishes You a Merry Christmas! 



L A K E S I D E  
C H R I S T I A N  

F E L L O W S H I P  
 

P.O. Box 4874 

Lago Vista TX  78645 

 

Phone: 512-267-1700 

office@lakesidechristians.org 

 

www.lakesidechristians.org 
 

 

Lakeside Christian Fellowship 
 

Worship Location 
1922 American Drive, Lago Vista 

 

Office 
1918 American Drive, Suite 3, Lago Vista 

512-267-1700, office@lakesidechristians.org 
 

Mailing Address 
P. O. Box 4874, Lago Vista, TX  78645 

 

Rev. Rick Waters, Pastor 
Rev. Chuck Smith, Minister of Outreach & Ministries 
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